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In Search of Lincoln:
A Journey Through Springfield, Illinois
Sept. 14-16, 2012

F

ew would argue that Abraham Lincoln was one of our greatest presidents…from his rise in poverty as the son of a backwoodsman to his struggles to keep a country united, Lincoln gave his life to his country, both literally and figuratively. Come join The Traveling Book Club as we take a look at Lincoln’s early years and discover more about his life, his family, and his legacy.

Note: The cancellation policies with our hotels and tour guides are very stringent on this trip and allow for very little maneuvering. A $20 per person discount will be given for those who sign up by July 15, 2012.

Books We’ll Be Reading:___________________________________________
The Traveling Book Club will meet at a time TBA to discuss two books before we leave. All books are available from Book Vault in Oskaloosa. As a Traveling Book Club member, you receive a 10 percent discount when you buy them at Book Vault—be sure to tell the cashier. 

Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson
Mary Todd Lincoln: A Biography by Jean Harvey Baker
Itinerary:___________________________________________

Friday, Sept. 14: We’ll leave Pella at a time TBD (it will be early!), and then do a pickup in Oskaloosa. It’s on to Springfield, with a stop on the way for lunch (fast food). We’ll arrive at New Salem Village just after lunch and have time to explore there. A beautiful outdoor village, New Salem is re-created exactly as it was when Lincoln spent his early adulthood there. 

We’ll check into the Drury Inn and Suites in Springfield. Each room is non-smoking and has two queen-sized beds. That evening, we’ll head to the Chesapeake Seafood House—a restored 1850s house—about 10 miles from Springfield for a sumptuous dinner!

Saturday, Sept. 15: Enjoy the complimentary breakfast at our hotel. Then we’ll take a tour of the Old State Capitol, where Lincoln delivered his “House Divided” speech shortly after taking office, as the advent of the Civil War loomed. We’ll move on to his private home in downtown Springfield, a place he loved because of the privacy it afforded him. 

Lunch will be at Maldaner’s, a local favorite since 1884. After lunch, we’re free to roam the Lincoln Presidential Museum. This wonderful overview of Lincoln’s life and presidency attracts crowds from all over the world. Spend a few hours here at your leisure.

Returning to the hotel, enjoy the Drury Inn’s “Kickback Happy Hour” with free drinks and hot food. Or, if you’d like, walk to one of the nearby restaurants in the area. At 7:30 p.m., we’ll join local Garret Moffat for a Springfield Lincoln Ghost Tour—a walking tour of Lincoln sites in the city. Will we meet up with the ghosts of Abe and Mary themselves?

Sunday, Sept. 16: Enjoy breakfast again at the hotel. Then we’ll take the short drive to Oak Ridge Cemetery to Lincoln’s tomb. Pay your respects at this marvelous structure and take some time to look around the cemetery. 

Lunch will be provided—at this point, we don’t have a definite restaurant lined up. 

And, just for fun, we’ll stop for the afternoon at the 200 Acres Pumpkin Patch in Arthur, IL—billed as the world’s largest. Hay rides, shopping, games, displays, decorating ideas—you name it, it’s here.

We’ll head back to south-central Iowa, stopping somewhere briefly on the way home to eat dinner. We’ll arrive back in Oskaloosa and Pella late—probably after 11 p.m.

Costs____________________________________________________________

Cost per person is $445 for 2 people/room; $395 per person for 3-4 people/room; and $595 for a single room.

Cost includes: Round-trip motorcoach transportation from Pella or Oskaloosa via Windstar motorcoach (Carroll, IA); full-time driver and guide; all entrance fees; breakfast each day; lunch Saturday and Sunday; dinner Friday; two nights’ lodging; driver’s gratuities.

Not included in the cost: Lunch Friday (on the road). Dinner Saturday and Sunday (though the hotel provides free hot food during its happy hour on Saturday night).

Please contact Val Van Kooten at vankootenv@central.edu or at (641) 628-9789 if you have questions. The staff at Book Vault is not able to answer specific questions about the trip. Please note that our bus, our museums, and our lodging are all non-smoking. While this is not a strenuous trip, there is walking and uneven ground to navigate. Sorry, but the trip is not handicap-accessible.

Cancellation Policy_________________________________________________________

100% refunded until July 15, 2012

50% refunded July 15-Aug.15, 2012

No refund after Aug. 15, 2012.

These deadlines are non-negotiable based on very strict contracts and deposits with the hotels. Sorry, no exceptions.
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Registration for Springfield, IL Tour

Sept. 14-16, 2012

(Please fill out one form per person traveling.)
Name______________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number_______________________________Email address____________________

Roommate__________________________________________________________________

I would rather be picked up in Pella or Oskaloosa (circle one).

Payment Information________________________________________________________
____________I have two people in my room. I have enclosed a check for $445 per person.

____________I have three or four people in my room. I have enclosed a check for $395/person.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

____________I have one person in my room. I have enclosed a check for $595.

____________I would like to be matched up, if possible, with a roommate of the same sex. I understand this may not be possible and that I may be responsible for the single supplement.

Deduct $20/person if you are turning in your form and payment before July 15, 2012.

Tour Waiver________________________________________________________________

By signing below, I indicate that my participation in this trip is voluntary and I do not hold Book Vault or Valerie Van Kooten liable for any injury I may do to myself on this tour.

Participant’s Signature_____________________________________________________________________

· Make checks out to Valerie Van Kooten.

· Mail them to her at 2051 Old Hwy. 163, Pella, IA  50219. Please do NOT mail them to her at Central College or mail them/drop them off at Book Vault. 
· Sorry, no credit cards or partial payments. Spots cannot be held without registration form and complete payment in hand.
