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“Loving Frank”

A Frank Lloyd Wright Odyssey

June 7-10, 2012

E

ven those of us who didn’t know much about Frank Lloyd Wright or his architecture fell in love with Loving Frank—the story of Frank’s rise to fame, the scandal he and his love Mamah made in Chicago society, and the tragic end of their relationship. The Women goes even further into the lives of the women who loved Frank—and ultimately lost him.

Join the Book Vault Traveling Book Club to re-visit the sites that Frank Lloyd Wright made famous—in Iowa, Wisconsin, and Chicago. We’ll have private tours of the Stockman House, the Park Inn Hotel, Taliesin, and Wright’s home and studio in Chicago. In addition, we’ll take a guided walking tour of the Oak Park neighborhood—and a free afternoon in Chicago to spend as you wish.

Note: The cancellation policies with our hotels and tour guides are very stringent on this trip and allow for very little maneuvering. A $20 per person discount will be given for those who sign up by April 1, 2012.

Books We’ll Be Reading:___________________________________________
The Traveling Book Club will meet at a time TBA to discuss two books before we leave. All books are available from Book Vault in Oskaloosa. As a Traveling Book Club member, you receive a 10 percent discount when you buy them at Book Vault—be sure to tell the cashier. 

Loving Frank: A Novel by Nancy Horan, $15 (Paperback)

The Women by T.C. Boyle, $16 (Paperback)

Itinerary___________________________________________________________

Thursday, June 7: 
We’ll leave Oskaloosa and Pella at times and pickup places TBA. Our first stop is the Sullivan Bank in Grinnell. Designed in 1914 by Louis Sullivan, Wright’s much-loved teacher, the bank has become known as one of Sullivan’s “Jewel Box” banks. It’s a great look at the designs that influenced Frank in later years. After a private tour, we’ll have coffee time served to us at the bank.

It’s on to the Princess Café in Iowa Falls, where we’ll stop for lunch. This historic café is an Art Deco jewel and looks much as it did 90 years ago when it was built.

We’ll head on to Mason City to the Stockman House, one of the earlier houses that Frank built. After our private tour, we’ll move on to the newly re-opened Park Inn Hotel and bank. This Wright-designed hotel is the only left standing in the world, and just re-opened to the public in September 2011.

We’ll end our evening by checking into the Country Inn & Suites in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. Dinner is on your own—the Buckhorn Grille and Pub is on the premises. Each room has two queen-sized beds and is non-smoking.  Enjoy the rest of the evening at the hotel’s pool or fitness center—or walk next door to Cabela’s.

Friday, June 8:

Enjoy breakfast at the hotel (included), and then we travel on to Taliesin, Wright’s masterpiece in the gentle rolling hills of southern Wisconsin. After a private house tour from 11-1, we’ll have lunch at the Taliesin café and then a hillside studio tour from 2:30-3:30. Be sure to wear good shoes and have an umbrella handy!

We’ll head on into Chicago, where we’ll check in at the Courtyard Marriott O’Hare. Each room here has two double beds and is non-smoking. Tonight, you’re on your own—hang around and enjoy the hotel, or hop on the “El” (elevated train) and head into downtown Chicago. Maybe try out some world-famous deep-dish Chicago pizza? Or do a little shopping?

Saturday, June 9:

A bistro breakfast is included at our hotel, and then we travel to Oak Park to take a 10 a.m. tour of Frank and “Kitty” Wright’s home, followed immediately by a walking tour of the Oak Park neighborhood. We’ll also drive by the Cheney home. Lunch is at Manny’s Jewish Deli, where you might want to try to the corned beef on rye—their specialty!

Our afternoon allows you to choose—stay in Chicago and shop on Michigan Avenue. Grab a taxi and head to Millennium Park or Navy Pier. Find a favorite museum or head to the top of the John Hancock Building. Or lounge back at the hotel by the pool. You’re free to choose—including where you go for dinner.

Sunday, June 10:

It’s our last breakfast at the hotel before we pack up and head out. We’ll go downtown to the famous Second Presbyterian Church—an Art Deco marvel—and worship with the congregation there at 11 a.m. Then for a last hurrah in Chicago, we’ll travel to the suburb of Oak Brook to take in a sumptuous brunch at The Clubhouse before heading back to Oskaloosa and Pella, where we’ll arrive somewhere around 9.

Costs____________________________________________________________

Cost is per person $675 for 2 people/room; $625 per person for 3-4 people/room; and              $800 for a single room.

Cost includes: Round-trip motorcoach transportation from Pella or Oskaloosa via Windstar motorcoach (Carroll, IA); full-time driver and guide; all entrance fees; breakfast each day; lunch Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday; three nights’ lodging; driver’s gratuities.

Not included in the cost: Dinners Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday (on the road).

Please contact Val Van Kooten at vankootenv@central.edu or at (641) 628-9789 if you have questions. The staff at Book Vault is not able to answer specific questions about the trip. Please note that our bus, our museums, and our lodging are all non-smoking. While this is not a strenuous trip, there is walking and uneven ground to navigate, especially at Taliesin. Sorry, but the trip is not handicap-accessible.

Cancellation Policy_________________________________________________________

100% refunded before April 5, 2012

50% refunded before May 5, 2012

No refund after May 5, 2012.

These deadlines are non-negotiable based on very strict contracts and deposits with the hotels. Sorry, no exceptions.

Loving Frank Tour Registration

 (Please fill out one form per person traveling.)
Name______________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number_______________________________Email address____________________

Roommate__________________________________________________________________

I would rather be picked up in Pella or Oskaloosa (circle one).

Payment Information________________________________________________________
____________I have two people in my room. I have enclosed a check for $675 per person.

____________I have three or four people in my room. I have enclosed a check for $625 per person.

____________I have one person in my room. I have enclosed a check for $800.

____________I would like to be matched up, if possible, with a roommate of the same sex. I understand this may not be possible and that I may be responsible for the single supplement.

Deduct $20/person if you are turning in your form and payment before April 1, 2012.

Tour Waiver________________________________________________________________

By signing below, I indicate that my participation in this trip is voluntary and I do not hold Book Vault or Valerie Van Kooten liable for any injury I may do to myself on this tour.

Participant’s Signature_____________________________________________________________________

· Make checks out to Valerie Van Kooten.

· Mail them to her at 2051 Old Hwy. 163, Pella, IA  50219. Please do NOT mail them to her at Central College or mail them/drop them off at Book Vault. 
· Sorry, no credit cards or partial payments. Spots cannot be held without registration form and complete payment in hand.
